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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  Public  Health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1955. 

The  report  gives  detailed  information  of  the  Statistics  including 
Vital  Statistics  of  the  Urban  District  for  1955,  the  Vital  Statistics 
containing  details  of  Births  and  Deaths  and  Infectious  Diseases. 
Comparisons  are  made  with  previous  years  and  with  England  and 
Wales  where  appropriate.  The  report  also  includes  information  on 
the  various  Clinics  operating  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  described  in  detail  in  a 
report  submitted  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  report 
illustrates  well  the  variety  of  duties  which  the  Sanitary  Department 
is  called  upon  to  perform. 

Each  new  year  brings  with  it  new  legislation  of  Public  Health 
control,  and  1955  has  been  no  exception.  Each  new  statutory 
power  increases  the  ability  of  the  Council  through  the  Public 
Health  Department  to  improve  and  protect  the  health  and  welfare 
of  the  community  ; it  also  increases,  however,  the  number  of 
problems  which  have  to  be  solved  in  the  interpretation  and  ad- 
ministration of  that  power.  The  attention  of  the  appropriate 
Committees,  and  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  during  the 
year  has  been  directed  in  the  main  towards  three  groups  of  Acts 
or  Official  Statements.  These  were  the  Public  Health  part  of  the 
Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954  ; the  various  circulars  on 
Housing  dealing  with  Slum  Clearance,  Housing  Subsidies  and 
Slum  Clearance  Compensation  ; and  the  question  of  slaughtering 
facilities,  which  was  brought  into  discussion  by  the  publication  of 
a Report  by  an  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Slaughterhouses 
presented  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food. 
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The  Derbyshire  County  Council  Act  (Part  VI),  certain  sections 
excepted,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1955.  Certain  Sections 
of  the  Act  were  to  come  into  force  on  an  appointed  day  fixed  by 
the  Council,  and  the  appointed  day  for  this  Council  was  the  1st 
October,  1955.  Part  VI  of  the  Act  covers  legislation  on  Sewers  and 
Drains,  Conveniences,  Refuse,  Verminous  Premises,  Buildings  and 
Structures,  Nuisances,  Infectious  Diseases,  Food,  Animals  and 
Meat,  Rivers  and  Streams,  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  and  Medicated 
Baths.  Generally  speaking  the  changes  in  the  law  were  in  the 
nature  of  extensions  of  existing  powers,  but  section  146  requiring 
registration  by  the  Local  Authority  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
was  a new  development,  in  particular  with  regard  to  the  bye-laws 
for  which  authority  was  given  under  the  section.  The  Public  Health 
Department  feels  that  the  requirements  set  out  in  the  bye-laws 
could  be  admitted  to  be  normal  desirable  practice  in  any  good 
hairdressers  establishment.  The  Council  decided  to  adopt  this 
section  (Section  146)  and  to  have  bye-laws  prepared  to  secure  the 
cleanliness  of  premises,  utensils,  employees  and  their  clothing. 
Other  sections  adopted  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  October,  1955 
were,  Registration  of  Hawkers  of  Food  and  their  premises  (Section 
137)  Slaughter  of  Animals  otherwise  than  for  human  consumption 
(Section  140)  and  Animals  slaughtered  outside  slaughterhouses 
(Section  141).  It  was  decided  that  Section  109  (Demolition  of 
Buildings)  should  also  be  adopted. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  shown  in  this  and  neighbouring 
towns  in  an  official  report  by  an  Interdepartmental  Committee  on 
Slauthterhouses  presented  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  to  Parliament  in  July,  1955. 

This  report  led  to  a more  critical  examination  of  the  present 
slaughtering  facilities.  The  report  was  the  first  official  indication 
of  the  future  arrangements  for  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human 
consumption  in  the  country,  and  its  recommendations  are  as  might 
be  expected  ; a compromise  between  the  present  relatively  un- 
inhibited private  enterprise  arrangements  of  several  thousand  small 
slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales  and  the  500  publicly  owned 
abattoirs  which  existed  during  the  War.  As  a compromise  it  is  in 
many  ways  admirable,  although  there  are  many  who  feel  that  the 
Committees  report  goes  too  far  in  the  degree  of  concentration, 
while  agreeing  that  some  concentration  of  the  present  system  was 
desirable.  The  detailed  listing  in  the  Committees  report  of  towns 
in  areas  in  which  public  abattoirs  should  be  sited  tends  to  emphasise 
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the  importance  of  public  abattoirs  over  privately  owned  slaughter- 
houses, but  public  health  workers  are  probably  little  concerned 
basically  as  to  the  relative  importance  and  desirability  of  one  over 
the  other  in  any  area  provided  that  the  slaughterhouses,  be  they 
publicly  or  privately  owned,  reach  a reasonable  standard  of  hygiene 
and  efficiency.  An  official  standard  of  minimum  requirements  for 
slaughterhouses  is  eagerly  awaited.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Minister 
will  not  long  delay  an  official  announcement  of  his  decision  and  that 
the  matters  of  national  economy  will  not  weigh  too  heavily  on  the 
side  of  indefinite  postponement  of  a desirable  public  health  measure. 

The  arrangement  whereby  your  town  shares  the  services  of 
one  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  three  other  areas,  has  now 
been  in  operation  for  more  than  a year,  and  I feel  that  most  of  the 
immediate  difficulties  have  been  overcome.  This  has  been  due  in 
no  small  way  to  the  co-operation  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Health  Department,  and  I am  very 
grateful  to  them  for  this  co-operation. 

I wish  to  ask  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee to  accept  my  thanks  for  their  understanding  and  encourage- 
ment during  1955. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  LAURIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  — General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . 4,636 

Population  (Estimated) 24,110 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ..  ..  ..  7,474 

Number  of  Families  (1951  Census)  . . . . 7,099 

Rateable  Value  ..  . . ..  ..  ..  £118,463 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . £442 

Population  per  Acre  5.2 

2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births  registered  ..  ..  ..  ..  318 

Still  Births  registered  . . . . . . . . 7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . . . . . 13.19 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.98)  12.93 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales 15.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  21.53 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 23.1 

DEATHS 

Deaths  registered 249 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 10.33 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  1.14)  1 1.78 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 11.7 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and 

Abortion)  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 0.64 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  . . . . 16 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  ..  ..  50.31 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 24.9 

Infant  Deaths  (Legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age. . 16 

Infant  Deaths  (Illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age . . 0 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  . . . . 14 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . 44.02 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 17.3 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from  : 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.165 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  . . 0.131 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms  . . . . . . 0 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  0.015 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  . . . . . . 0.082 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and 

Wales 0.385 

Cancer,  Other  Forms  1.705 

Cancer,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  . . 1.667 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

POPULATION 

The  estimated  population  for  1955  was  24,110,  which  is  a 
decrease  of  40  from  that  of  the  preceding  year  when  the  estimated 
population  was  24,150.  The  1951  census  population  was  24,406. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  for  the  year,  that  is, 
the  increase  of  births  over  deaths,  was  69. 

The  population  increased  in  the  post  war  years  to  a peak  in 
1951  and  since  then  there  has  been  a gradual  fall.  This  rise  and  fall 
has  been  accompanied  by  a similar  post  war  rise  and  fall  in  the  birth 
rate.  The  death  rate  has  been  fairly  constant  with  perhaps  a tendency 
to  fall.  The  natural  result  of  a falling  birth  rate  and  a constant  or 
falling  death  rate  is  not  only  a fall  in  population,  but  also  an  ageing 
of  the  community  within  that  population.  This  tendency  is  a 
feature  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  and  is  causing  anxiety  ; 
it  is  even  said  that  we  are  becoming  a nation  of  old  people,  which 
is  a serious  matter  when  we  have  a welfare  state  dependent  on 
full  industrual  production  for  its  existence. 

BIRTHS 

There  were  3 1 8 live  births  and  7 still  births  registered  in  the 
year.  The  birth  rate  calculated  as  the  number  of  live  births  per 
thousand  of  the  population  was  13.19.  The  rate  for  1954  was  15.32. 
In  order  that  a comparison  may  be  made  with  England  and  Wales 
the  rate  may  be  corrected  for  age  and  sex  by  applying  the  com- 
parability factor  of  0.98.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  is  then  12.93, 
which  is  lower  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate  of  15.0. 
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The  still  births  registered  in  the  year  were  seven  giving  a still 
birth  rate  per  thousand  total  births  of  21.53.  This  is  lower  than 
that  for  the  previous  year  and  lower  than  the  England  and  Wales 
figure  of  23.1. 

The  crude  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  for  1955 
was  10.33  compared  with  8.7  in  1954.  The  rate  adjusted  for  sex 
and  age  was  11.78,  which  may  be  compared  with  the  England  and 
Wales  figure  of  11.7.  The  death  rate  for  the  town  is  therefore  much 
the  same  as  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

There  was  the  usual  preponderance  of  male  deaths  over  female 
deaths,  the  ratio  being  134  to  115. 

DEATHS  FROM  INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES 

The  largest  group  of  deaths  was  due  to  diseases  of  the  Heart 
and  Circulatory  System,  129  persons  dying  from  this  disease  in 
one  form  or  another  during  the  year.  Of  the  total  129  deaths, 
74  were  from  disease  of  the  heart  and  55  from  disease  of  the 
circulatory  system  including  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system, 
usually  referred  to  as  strokes.  Strokes  and  coronary  disease  of  the 
heart  together  were  responsible  for  more  than  half  the  deaths  in 
the  group. 

47  persons  died  from  some  form  of  Cancer.  The  sexes  were 
almost  equally  effected,  23  males  to  24  females.  The  deaths  were 
due  to  various  forms  of  malignant  disease  and  among  these  were 
three  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Stomach,  two  from  Cancer  of  the 
Lung,  eight  from  Cancer  of  the  Breast  and  three  from  Cancer  of  the 
Uterus. 

ACCIDENTS 

Two  fatal  accidents  were  recorded  in  the  year.  Two  suicides 
occurred,  both  in  males  ; coal  gas  poisoning  was  the  method  of 
death. 

A detailed  list  of  deaths  and  numbers  involved  is  given  in 
table  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  infants  dying  in  1955  was  disappointingly 
high,  sixteen  in  all,  consisting  of  twelve  males  and  four  females  ; 
no  illegitimate  deaths  were  registered.  An  analysis  of  the  age  of 
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deaths  of  the  infants  shows  that  fourteen  of  the  sixteen  babies 
died  under  the  age  of  four  weeks  and  of  these,  four  died  within  a 
few  hours  of  birth,  three  died  in  the  first  day  of  life  and  three  died 
in  the  second  day  of  life.  An  analysis  of  the  cause  of  death  shews 
that  six  died  from  immaturity,  three  from  congenital  deformity, 
two  from  the  effects  of  birth,  two  from  diseases  peculiar  to  the  new- 
born and  only  one  from  an  inflammatory  process. 

It  will  be  seen  that  most  of  the  high  infant  death  rate  is  made 
up  of  deaths  of  babies  under  four  weeks  of  age,  the  so  called  neonatal 
deaths.  Infants  who  have  survived  the  first  few  weeks  of  life  but  die 
before  the  age  of  one  year  generally  do  so  from  some  disease  or 
inflammatory  process  and  the  great  advances  made  in  medical 
treatment  have  reduced  considerably  the  infant  mortality  rate  in 
this  group  of  older  children.  Infants  however  who  die  in  the  first 
four  weeks  of  life  usually  do  so  from  some  cause  other  than  a 
disease  process  and  the  cause  is  generally  related  in  some  way  or 
other  to  immaturity,  congenital  deformity  or  the  hazards  of  birth. 

The  infant  death  rate  has  fallen  dramatically  because  of  better 
social  standards  of  life  and  improved  methods  of  medical  treatment  ; 
neither  of  these  factors  appears  to  have  much  effect  on  the  neonatal 
death  rates  and  we  must  look  to  the  further  improvement  in  ante- 
natal care  and  to  research  into  the  causes  of  congenital  deformity 
and  immaturity  for  help  in  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths 
of  very  young  babies. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

717  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received  during 

1955. 

This  large  number  was  due  mainly  to  Measles,  which  was 
responsible  for  three  quarters  of  the  total  diseases  notified.  Details 
of  the  diseases  for  age,  seasonal  incidence  and  annual  variation 
are  set  out  in  the  tables. 

The  diseases  notified  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were 
Measles  (581),  Whooping  Cough  (45),  Pneumonia  (34),  Scarlet 
Fever  (33),  Tuberculosis  (10),  Food  Poisoning  (5),  Erysipelas  (4), 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  (2),  Meningococcal  Infection  (2),  Dysentery  (1). 

Food  poisoning  was  reported  in  five  cases,  the  cases  having 
occurred  in  three  incidents.  Two  of  the  incidents  were  of  one  case 
each,  and  one  incident  involved  three  cases.  Investigations  were 
made  to  find  the  organism  responsible,  and  the  food  suspected. 
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The  first  incident  with  one  case  occurred  in  January,  and  the 
organism  and  the  food  responsible  were  not  discovered.  The  second 
incident  with  one  case,  notified  in  April,  but  occurring  in  March, 
was  of  a child  from  whom  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium  was  isolated, 
but  no  food  was  incriminated.  Investigations  of  the  patients  did  not 
reveal  any  organisms  but  Staphylococci  were  isolated  from  a tin 
of  peas,  the  contents  of  which  had  been  consumed  at  the  meal  which 
preceded  the  onset  of  symptoms.  The  cases  with  one  exception 
made  a rapid  recovery,  the  exception  being  an  elderly  person  who 
required  removal  to  hospital  because  of  the  severity  of  the  illness. 

The  year  1955  gave  satisfactory  figures  of  occurence  of  Tuber- 
culosis. Eight  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 
this  being  the  smallest  number  of  cases  reported  in  any  one  year 
according  to  the  records  available.  The  sex  ratio  of  males  and 
females  was  seven  to  one  and  all  cases  with  one  exception  occurred 
in  persons  of  working  age.  This  tendency  for  the  disease  to  in- 
capacitate the  younger  members  of  the  community  makes  it  of 
serious  economic  consequence.  Two  cases  of  Non-Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  were  notified,  one  male  and  one  female.  This  is  also 
a low  figure  for  the  town. 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  an  X-ray 
survey  on  the  community  during  the  period  21st  April  to  2nd  May, 
1955. 

A total  of  2,302  persons  were  X-rayed,  of  whom  1,413  were 
members  of  the  general  public  and  889  were  school  children.  The 
members  of  the  general  public  attending  were  fewer  than  in  1954 
when  2,508  were  seen.  More  school  children  attending  during  the 
1955  survey  than  in  the  previous  year,  889  as  compared  with  805. 
The  response  by  the  school  children  was  good,  but  the  numbers  of 
the  adults  attending  somewhat  disappointing,  due  possibly  in  part 
to  the  last  survey  being  carried  out  just  one  year  before. 

No  definite  case  of  active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  found 
in  the  1955  survey,  but  eight  cases  were  referred  to  the  Chest 
Physician  for  observation  and  further  investigation. 

The  discovery  of  eight  observation  cases  in  the  survey  gives 
an  incidence  of  0.38%  which  is  within  the  normal  limits  of  ex- 
pectancy for  this  type  of  survey. 
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Measles  was  notified  in  581  cases.  575  of  the  total  cases  were 
in  children  under  ten  years,  and  of  that  number  slightly  over  half, 
289,  were  in  children  under  five  years.  The  peak  months  were 
January  to  June,  with  the  largest  number,  192,  notified  in  April. 
The  large  number  of  cases  was  expected  in  1955  because  of  the  very 
low  figure  of  eight  reported  in  1954,  since  it  is  usual  for  Measles 
to  show  a rise  in  incidence  in  a year  which  follows  one  of  low 
incidence.  A similar  pattern  for  the  disease  in  1954  and  1955  both 
in  high  incidence  and  seasonal  prevalence  occurred  in  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 

Forty-five  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  in  1955, 
compared  with  107  in  the  previous  year.  The  figure  of  forty-five 
is  a reasonable  one  for  the  town  and  is  in  keeping  with  the  general 
low  incidence  of  the  disease  throughout  the  country.  The  disease 
occurred  generally  throughout  the  year  except  for  July  and  August, 
when  no  cases  were  reported.  There  was  a tendency  for  a peak  to 
occur  in  April  but  the  increased  numbers  in  that  month  were  not 
significant. 

Thirty-four  cases  of  Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
were  reported  compared  with  forty-three  in  1954.  The  expected 
pattern  in  relation  to  age  and  seasonal  incidence  was  found  in  that 
twenty  cases  were  in  persons  of  over  forty-five  years  of  age,  twelve 
of  that  number  being  persons  of  over  sixty  years,  while  the  months 
of  most  frequent  occurrence  were  the  winter  months.  Twenty-six 
of  the  total  cases  were  reported  during  the  periods  January  to 
March  and  October  to  December. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  compared 
with  sixteen  in  1954.  The  disease  occurred  throughout  the  year 
with  the  greatest  number  of  notifications  in  the  fourth  quarter 
during  which  twenty  cases  were  reported.  Most  of  the  cases, 
twenty-seven,  occurred  in  the  five  to  ten  year  age  group  and  the 
remaining  six  were  in  children  under  five  years  of  age.  Four 
children  with  scarlet  fever  were  admitted  to  hospital  ; there  were 
no  deaths. 
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TABLE  1 


BIRTHS 


Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live 

154 

157 

311 

3 

4 

1 

Still  . . 

5 

2 

7 

- 

- 

- 

TABLE  2 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Infant 

Deaths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1 year 
of  age 

12 

4 

16 

- 

- 

- 

Under  4 
weeks  of 
age 

11 

3 

14 

12 


TABLE  3 


RATES  — COMPARATIVE  TABLES  — 1945-1955 
Population ; Births  and  Deaths  ; Maternal  and  Infant  Mortality 


Year 

Population 

Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

rate 

1945 

22,410 

16.82 

9.28 

50.39 

1946 

23,270 

18.90 

10.48 

61.36 

1947 

23,720 

22.93 

10.20 

29.35 

1948 

24,190 

20.00 

9.26 

47.52 

1949 

24,350 

18.19 

10.47 

51.91 

1950 

24,360 

16.21 

11.65 

27.84 

1951 

24,350 

16.59 

10.43 

32.17 

1952 

24,220 

14.61 

8.67 

31.07 

1953 

24,130 

15.95 

10.69 

38.96 

1954 

24,150 

15.32 

8.70 

10.81 

1955 

24,110 

13.19 

10.33 

50.31 

13 


TABLE  4 


1. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

M. 

1 

F. 

3 

Total 

4 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

- 

— ■ 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

2 

3 

11. 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

- 

2 

12. 

„ „ Breast 

1 

7 

8 

13. 

„ „ Uterus 

- 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

18 

9 

27 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

17 

20 

37 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

18 

11 

29 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

2 

2 

4 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

16 

25 

41 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

9 

9 

18 

22. 

Influenzia 

2 

1 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

7 

3 

10 

24. 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

11 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

1 

- 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

- 

- 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

4 

4 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

- 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . . 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

- 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

20 

9 

29 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

- 

- 

- 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

- 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . . 

- 

- 

- 

All  Causes  134  115  249 
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TABLE  5 

tuberculosis  1955  : New  Cases  and  Mortality 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

re  spir  at  ory 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  one  year  . . 
1— 

5— 

10 — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 — 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

45— 

65  and  upwards  . . 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

7 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

TABLE  6 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  1945 — 1955 


Year 

Respii 

-atory 

Total 

Non - 

Respiratory 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1945 

5 

6 

11 

2 

_ 

2 

13 

1946 

7 

12 

19 

1 

1 

2 

! 21 

1947 

- 

- 

14 

- 

- 

3 

17 

1948 

11 

11 

22 

6 

1 

7 

29 

1949 

14 

8 

22 

3 

3 

6 

28 

1950 

9 

6 

15 

1 

1 

2 

17 

1951 

10 

11 

21 

- 

4 

4 

25 

1952 

19 

12 

31 

1 

2 

3 

34 

1953 

12 

6 

18 

— 

4 

4 

22 

1954 

10 

9 

19 

1 

3 

4 

23 

1955 

7 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

10 

15 


Admission  to 
Hospital 

i 

rt- 

i 

i 

i 

co 

i 

i 

i 

i 

CM 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

- 

- 

Age 

unkno  wn 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

- 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

Over 

60 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

<N 

i 

i 

i 

(N 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

- 

i 

45-60 

I 

i 

i 

i 

i 

oo 

i 

i 

i 

- 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

35-45 

i 

i 

■ ! 

i 

i 

<N 

i 

- 

i 

- 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

20-35 

1 

i 

1 

i 

co 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

CM 

i 

15-20 

, 

1 

1 

i 

- 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

10-15 

1 

' 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

5-10 

1 

R 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

286 

Ov 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

4-5 

1 1 

1^ 

1 

i 

i 

- 

i 

00 

oo 

1 

i 

i 

i 

| 1 

i 

1 

i 

3-4 

i 

co 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

o 

VO 

«/0 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

- 

- 

2-3 

i 

- 

1 

i 

i 

- 

i 

CO 

VO 

wo 

1 

- 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1-2 

i 

- 

1 

i 

i 

i 

CO 

VO 

vo 

1 

• 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

Under 

1 year 

l 

1 

1 

i 

! 

CO 

i 

CO 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

- 

i 

All 

Ages 

i 

co 

co 

1 

i 

CM 

Tf 

CO 

i 

581 

wo 

-'t 

n- 

CM 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

WO 

*-N 

Notifiable 

Disease 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Anthrax 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Acute  Non  Paralytic 
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TABLE  9 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
1945-1955  ALL  AGES.  
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1945 

1946  . . 

1947  . . 

1948  . . 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952  . . 

1953  . . 

1954  .. 

1955 

PROVISION  OF  CLINICS 


DERBYSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

County  Clinic,  Wilmot  Street,  Heanor 

Telephone 

Ante  Natal  Clinic  . . 


Langley  Mill  149. 
1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 
to  4 p.m. 

Monday,  9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and 
1.30  to  4 p.m. 

1st  Tuesday  morning  and  5th 
Wednesday  afternoon  (By 
appointment  only). 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Saturday.  Doctor 
in  attendance. 

Friday  afternoons. 

Every  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
Working  Men’s  Club,  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  . . 1st  and  3rd  Tuesday,  1 .30  to  4 p.m. 

REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

Chest  Clinic 

County  Clinic,  Albert  Street, 

Ilkeston  . . . . . . Wednesday,  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

and  2 to  4 p.m. 


Infant  Welfare  Centre 
Eye  Clinic 


Minor  Ailment  School  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1 of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2, 3, 4 and  6,  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

35 

4 

. 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

130 

24 

1 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

4 

Total 

169 

28 

1 

- 

19 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

! 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

? rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3.) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  . . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  ( a ) insufficient 

( b ) unsuitable  or 
defective  . . 

4 

4 

_ 

_ 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes  . . 

t 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

4 

4 

- 

_ i 

l 

- 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in 

August 

list 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
list  to 
the 

Council 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel — Making, 
etc.  

57 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets. . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Others  

- 

- 

- 

Total 

61 

- 

- 

- 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1955. 

During  the  year  certain  changes  took  place  in  the  Staff  of 
your  Health  Department,  Mr.  E.  Wheeler,  who  had  been  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  four  years,  resigned  on  the  30th  June  to  take 
up  a similar  appointment  with  the  Borough  of  Prestwich.  Mr. 
N.  A.  Buxton  was  duly  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  commenced 
duty  in  the  Department  on  the  8th  August. 

Extra  clerical  assistance  was  also  sought  : and  though  four 
applicants  came  for  interview  no  appointment  was  made. 

During  the  year  under  review  meat  inspection  duties  settled 
down  into  a steady  routine  which  of  necessity,  involved  the  greater 
part  of  the  work  being  undertaken  after  normal  office  hours.  The 
local  butchers  have  been  most  helpful  ; and  there  exists  between 
them  and  the  Department  a feeling  of  mutual  understanding  and 
co-operation.  In  most  cases  the  quality  of  meat  retailed  is  very 
good. 

In  the  section  of  this  report  dealing  with  Visits  and  Inspections 
it  will  be  seen  that  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  interviews  took 
place  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders.  To  this  total  could  well 
be  added  an  even  larger  amount  of  interviews  with  members  of  the 
general  public,  who  came  to  the  Department  for  information, 
advice  and  help. 

The  flow  of  new  legislation  of  concern  to  the  Department, 
increased  considerably  during  the  year.  Ideally,  of  course,  one 
should  be  able  to  devote  say  half-a-day  each  week  to  the  study  of 
new  legislation  and  the  refreshing  of  one’s  memory  in  regard  to 
the  old,  but  pressure  of  other  work  makes  this  impossible. 


21 


VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE,  1955 

Appointments  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders  . . . . 537 

Premises  inspected  on  complaint  . . . . . . 185 

Caravans,  Tents  and  Similar  Inhabited  Structures  . . . . 39 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Drainage  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 414 

Smoke  Colour  and  Water  Tests  to  Drains  . . . . . . 166 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Outworkers’  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 100 

Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection  . . . . . . . . 88 

Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Keeping  of  other  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  . . . . . . . . 39 

Refuse  Receptacles  151 

Public  Conveniences  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,078 

Salvage,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . . . . 499 

Re-visits  to  Property  under  Notice 522 

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits  4 

House  inspected  re  Vermin  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Brook  Courses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closet  to  W.C.  . . . . . . . . 4 

HOUSES  INSPECTED  RE  HOUSING  DEFECTS 

Public  Health  Act  75,  Housing  Acts  686  . . . . 761 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . 1,283 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTIONS 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 700 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  Premises  ..  ..  15 

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  . . . . . . . . 812 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Catering  Establishments  . . . . . . . . 4 

Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Food  Depots  and  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Dairies,  Milk  Distributors’  Premises  and  Vehicles  . . 10 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
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COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received  . . . . . . 185 

Number  referred  to  other  Departments  . . 7 

SUMMARY  OF  COMPLAINTS 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  . . . . 23 

Defective  and  obstructed  drains  and  sewers  . . 58 

Housing  defects  . . . . . . . . 90 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . 1 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Water  in  cellars  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

NOTICES  ISSUED 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . . . 38 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . 509 

Number  of  Notices  abated  ..  ..  ..  ..  489 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Houses  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 100 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  with  sashcords  . . . . 107 

Walls  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 444 

Ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . _ 72 

Staircases  repaired  . . . . . . . . 12 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases  . . . . . . . . 8 

Fireplaces  or  Ovens  repaired  . . . . . . . . 76 

Doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . 11 

Pantries  ventilated  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 3 

Internal  supply  of  water  provided  . . . . . . 8 

BATHS,  LAVATORY  BASINS,  ETC. 

Baths  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  . . . . . . . . 18 

New  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  . . . . . . 24 

New  bathrooms  constructed  . . . . . . 17 

Hot  water  systems  provided  . . . . . . . . 21 
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EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 100 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . » 97 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 58 

Eaves  and  Downspouting  provided  or  repaired  . . 79 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . . . . . . . . 3 

DRAINAGE 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 36 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 109 

Additional  drains  provided  . . . . . . . . 23 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  . . . . . . . . 25 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided  . . . . . . 22 

New  gully  traps  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Drains  tested  with  smoke,  water  or  colour  . . . . 166 

YARD  AND  OUTBUILDINGS 

Coalhouses  built  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 6 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

URINALS 

New  urinals  erected  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

PRIVIES,  PAIL  CLOSETS,  CESSPOOLS,  W.C.’S 

Water  closet  accommodation  repaired  . . . . . . 18 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  ..  ..  31 

Defective  water  service  repaired  . . . . . . . . 48 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . 22 

ASHPITS  AND  DUSTBINS 

Dustbin  renewals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . . . . . . . . 169 

Outworkers’ Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  116 

Bakehouses  . . 15 

Fish  Frying  Premises 23 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8$ 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  . . . . . . . . 38 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . . . . . . . . 6 
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HOUSING 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  1 of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  details  of  the  Council’s  proposals  for  dealing 
with  those  houses  deemed  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  were 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  during  the  month  of  August. 

These  proposals  envisaged  the  demolition  of  one  hundred  (100) 
houses  in  the  first  three  years  and  at  first  sight  the  figure  appears 
to  be  very  low.  It  is,  however,  explained  by  the  fact  that  your 
Health  Committee  have  consistently  pursued  a policy  over  many 
years  of  “removing  from  circulation”  as  it  were,  those  older  houses 
which  had  long  out-lived  their  usefulness  to  the  community. 

The  detailed  survey  of  houses  in  the  Marlpool  and  Langley 
Area  was  duly  completed,  though  some  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  it  was  possible  to  correlate  all  the  information  obtained  and 
assess  its  value.  The  survey  followed  similar  lines  to  that  completed 
in  1954  in  the  Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar  District  and  the  following 
is  a detailed  report  of  the  conditions  found. 

HOUSING  AND  SURVEY 
Categories 

All  houses  inspected  were  placed  in  one  of  the  following 
categories. 

Category  1 — satisfactory  in  all  respects  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Report  of  the  Standard  of  Fitness  for  Habitation 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory 
Committee. 

It  should,  however,  be  noted  here,  that  in  any 
subsequent  Housing  Surveys  undertaken,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  regard  to  the  new  standard 
of  fitness  as  detailed  in  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Category  2 i — houses  requiring  improvement  only. 

Category  2r  — houses  requiring  minor  repairs  only. 

Category  2 ir — houses  requiring  improvement  and  also  minor 
repairs. 

Category  3 — houses  requiring  repair  and  structural  alteration. 
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Category  3 d — houses  in  respect  of  which  some  doubt  exists  as 
to  whether  they  should  not  be  included  in 
Category  4,  because  of  extensive  repairs,  etc. 
required. 

Once  again  the  information  obtained  in  regard  to  Council 
houses  has  been  extracted  from  records  kept  in  the  Housing  Man- 
ager’s Department. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  HOUSES 

Category  1 — of  the  1,095  houses  inspected,  469,  or  42.83% 
were  placed  in  this  category — that  is  to  say  they 
were  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Category  2/  — 35  houses,  or  3.19%  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory as  regards  repairs  but  required  improve- 
ments. 

Category  2r — 155  houses,  or  14.15%  required  minor  repairs. 

Category  2 ir — 331  houses,  or  30.22%  required  improvements 
such  as  the  addition  of  bathrooms  and  hot 
water  systems,  in  addition  to  minor  repair  work. 

Category  3 — 87  houses  or  7.94%  required  fairly  extensive 
repair  work  and  structural  alterations. 

Category  3 d — 10  houses,  or  0.91%  were  found  to  be  in  such 
poor  condition  that  doubt  existed  as  to  whether 
they  should  not  be  included  in  Categrory  4. 

The  situations  of  these  houses  were  as  follows  : 

No.  1 Chapel  Street 
No.  118  Breach  Road 
No.  120  Breach  Road 
No.  167  Breach  Road 
No.  169  Breach  Road 
No.  171  Breach  Road 
No.  173  Breach  Road 
No.  84  Breach  Road 
No.  12  Smeeton  Street 
No.  13  Smeeton  Street 
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Since  the  completion  of  the  Survey,  action  has  been  taken  in 
respect  of  Nos.  1 Chapel  Street  and  118  Breach  Road  and  demolition 
orders  are  now  operative  on  both  houses. 

Extensive  repair  work  has  also  been  effected  at  Nos.  12  and  13 
Smeeton  Street. 

Category  4 — 8 houses,  or  0.73%  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

The  situations  of  these  houses  were  as  follows  : 
No.  17  Mill  Road 
No.  18  Mill  Road 
No.  20  Mill  Road 
No.  21  Mill  Road 
No.  91  Breach  Road 
No.  105  Lacey  Fields  Road 
No.  129  Elands  Road 
No.  131  Hands  Road. 

Similarly  since  the  completion  of  the  Survey  a closing  order 
has  been  placed  on  No.  105  Lacey  Fields  Road,  Nos.  129  and  131 
Hands  Road,  had  been  previously  dealt  with. 

In  comparing  the  results  obtained  during  this  Survey  with 
those  obtained  in  the  previous  Survey  in  the  Langley  Mill  and 
Aldercar  Area,  it  is  noticeable  that  there  was  found  to  be  a higher 
proportion  of  “fit”  houses  in  the  Langley  and  Marlpool  area,  the 
percentages  being  28.0%  and  4.83%  respectively.  It  would  appear 
then  that  there  is  a good  solid  “hardcore”  of  houses  in  the  Langley 
and  Marlpool  area,  which  are  fit  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation. 

The  picture,  however,  is  somewhat  different  when  consideration 
is  given  to  the  remaining  categories. 

3.19%  of  the  houses  in  the  Langley  and  Marlpool  Area  required 
improvements  as  compared  with  only  1.2%  in  Langley  Mill  and 
Aldercar. 

14.15%  required  minor  repairs  as  compared  with  10.3%  for 
Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  HOUSES 
Sanitary  Accommodation 

Set  out  below  is  a detailed  list  of  the  particulars  obtained  in 
regard  to  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  area  surveyed. 


Number 

% 

(a)  number  of  houses  with  1 external  W.C. 

725 

66.21 

w „ 

„ „ „ 1 internal  W.C. 

220 

20.09 

(c)  „ 

„ „ „ 1 internal  and 

1 external  W.C. 

139 

12.69 

(d)  „ 

„ „ „ 1 pail  closet 

1 

0.09 

Hot  Water  Supplies 

For  the  purpose  of  the  survey,  houses  having  ranges  with  side 
boilers  were  not  considered  to  have  satisfactory  means  of  supplying 
hot  water.  Of  the  total  number  inspected,  769  or  70.22%  had 
satisfactory  means  of  supply. 

This  percentage  is  16.22%  higher  than  that  for  Langley  Mill 
and  Aldercar  and  can  possibly  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  a higher  percentage  of  owner-occupiers  in  the  area. 

Water  Supply 

The  total  number  of  houses  having  an  internal  supply  of  water 
was  1,087  or  99.26%  Eight  houses  obtained  supplies  of  water  from 
external  standpipes. 

Fixed  Baths 

724  houses,  or  66.11%  were  found  to  have  fixed  baths. 

Owner-  Occupiers 

64.41%  of  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected  were  found 
to  have  owner-occupiers. 


DWELLINGS  OWNED  BY  THE  COUNCIL 

As  previously  stated  the  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  were 
not  inspected  during  the  Survey,  and  hence  the  information  obtained 
was  extracted  by  my  Staff  from  the  records  in  the  Housing  Manager’s 
Department. 
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We  were  not  primarily  concerned  with  the  state  of  repair  of 
Council  houses  as  regards  the  Survey,  but  it  was  however  felt  that 
correlation  of  information  obtained  in  connection  with  the  occu- 
pation of  such  houses  would  prove  of  interest. 

Nine  premises  or  1.58%  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  one 
person  only.  74  premises  or  13.02%  were  occupied  by  two  persons. 
It  can  therefore  be  said  that  under  occupation  of  Council  houses  in 
the  Langley  and  Marlpool  area  is  considerably  less  than  in  that  of 
Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar. 

Fifteen  houses  or  2.64%  were  occupied  by  eight  persons  ; 
four  houses  or  0.70%  by  nine  persons  ; four  or  0.70%  by  ten 
persons  and  one  or  0.17%  by  eleven  persons. 

With  regard  to  improvements  such  as  the  addition  of  bathrooms 
and  hot  water  systems,  etc.,  there  appears  to  be  a greater  percentage 
of  houses  possessing  these  modern  amenities  in  the  Marlpool  and 
Langley  area  than  in  the  Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar  district,  for 
30.22%  of  the  houses  inspected  required  these  facilities  in  the 
former  compared  with  46.8%  in  the  latter  area. 

The  percentage  of  houses  inspected  in  the  Langley  and  Marlpool 
Area  was  found  to  be  higher  in  categories  3d  and  4,  though  the 
proportion  of  houses  requiring  fairly  extensive  repair  work  was 
4.46%. 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Having  fully  considered  the  various  classifications  of  the 
dwelling  houses  inspected  it  naturally  follows  that  thought  should 
also  be  given  as  to  what  areas  in  the  District  surveyed  should  be 
considered  for  clearance. 

Slum  Clearance  procedure  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  is  a lengthy  and  rather  cumbersome  process.  In  my 
opinion,  where  small  groups  of  unfit  houses  exist,  it  is  much  better 
and  speedier  to  take  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.  Since  no  large  areas  for  Slum  Clearance  exist  in  the  Langley 
and  Marlpool  district  it  is  proposed  to  take  the  necessary  action 
under  the  latter  section  of  the  Act. 
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HOUSES  HAVING  ONLY  ONE  ACCESS 

In  all,  nine  houses  comprising  0.82%  of  the  total  inspected 
were  found  to  have  only  one  entrance.  These  houses  were  situated 
as  follows  : Nos.  3 and  84  Breach  Road,  No.  5 Hands  Road,  Nos. 
12,  45,  47,  54,  56  Lacey  Fields  Road,  No.  4 Mill  Road. 


FAMILY  UNITS 

During  the  course  of  the  Survey,  details  of  the  family  units 
were  also  obtained.  In  this  respect  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  : — 

(a)  29.77%  of  the  houses  inspected  were  occupied  by  two 
persons  only.  This  percentage  compares  very  closely  with 
30.5%  obtained  for  the  Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar  Survey. 

(b)  the  percentage  of  houses  occupied  by  family  units  of  three 
was  28.12%  which  is  some  3%  higher  than  the  figure 
obtained  for  Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar. 

(c)  the  percentage  of  family  units  of  four  was  almost  twice  that 
obtained  for  the  Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar  district. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  list  of  the  various  family  units 
occupying  the  private  dwelling  houses  where  complete  inspections 
were  carried  out. 


Number 

% 

(a)  Number  of  houses  with  1 occupant 

82 

7.48 

w 

99 

99 

>> 

>» 

2 occupants 

326 

29.77 

(c) 

99 

99 

»> 

3 

>> 

..  308 

28.12 

(d) 

99 

99 

>> 

4 

»>  .i 

..  215 

19.63 

(«) 

99 

99 

>» 

>> 

5 

>1 

88 

8.03 

(/) 

99 

99 

>> 

»> 

6 

>> 

42 

3.83 

(?) 

99 

99 

>> 

>> 

7 

>> 

11 

1.00 

(h) 

99 

99 

>> 

»» 

8 

>> 

5 

0.45 

(0 

99 

99 

»» 

»> 

9 

30 

>> 

2 

0.18 

SUMMARY 


Private 

Houses 

Council 

Houses 

Total 

Number 

% 

Number 

% 

No.  of  dwellings  inspected 

Category  1 . . 

1,095 

469 

42.83 

39b 

529b 

496 

87.32 

39b 

1,264b 

965 

Category  2i 

35 

3.19 

— 

— 

35 

Category  2r 

155 

14.15 

72 

12.67 

227 

Category  2ir 

331 

30.22 

— 

— 

331 

Category  3 . . 

87 

7.94 

— 

— 

87 

Category  3d 

10 

0.91 

— 

— 

10 

Category  4 

8 

0.73 

— 

— 

8 

Houses  with  no  through 
ventilation 

9 

0.82 

9 

Family  Units. 

No.  of  houses  with  one 
occupant 

82 

7.48 

9 

1.58 

91 

two  occupants  . . 

326 

29.77 

74 

13.02 

400 

three  „ 

308 

28.12 

148 

26.05 

456 

four  „ 

215 

19.63 

174 

30.63 

389 

five  „ 

88 

8.03 

90 

15.84 

178 

six  „ 

42 

3.83 

37 

6.51 

79 

seven  „ 

11 

1.00 

12 

2.11 

23 

eight 

5 

0.45 

15 

2.64 

20 

nine  „ 

2 

0.18 

4 

0.70 

6 

ten  „ 

— 

— 

4 

0.70 

4 

eleven  „ 

— 

— 

1 

0.17 

1 

twelve  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation 
No.  of  houses  with — 
one  internal  W.C. 

220 

20.09 

177 

31.16 

397 

one  external  W.C. 

725 

66.21 

— 

— 

725 

one  internal  and  one  exter- 
nal W.C.’s 

139 

12.69 

391 

68.83 

530 

two  internal  W.C.’s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

one  external  W.C.,  and 
one  pail  closet 

__ 

one  pail  closet 

1 

0.09 

— 

— 

1 

One  privy  midden 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

one  chemical  closet 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Number  of  internal 
and  external  W.C.’s 

1,084 

98.99 

568 

100.00 

1,652 

Hot  Water  Supply 

No.  of  houses  having  sup- 
ply of  hot  water 

769 

70.22 

568 

100.00 

1337 

Water  Supply 

No.  of  houses  with  internal 
water  supply 

1,087 

99.26 

568 

100.00 

1,655 

No.  of  houses  without  in- 
ternal water  supply 

8 

0.73 

_ 

8 

No.  of  houses  sharing 
stand  pipes 

2 

0.18 

_ 

_ 

2 

Fiyfd  Baths 

No.  of  houses  having  fixed 
baths 

724 

66.11 

568 

100.00 

1,292 

Note. — 16  houses  were  found  to  be  unoccupied  and  hence  external  inspection 

only  were  carried  out. 

* — Bungalows. 
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Having  in  mind  the  importance  of  Improvement  Grants  and 
also  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  it  was  decided  to  take 
advantage  of  the  offer  made  by  the  Allied  Ironfounders  Ltd., 
London.  This  was  the  loan  of  their  two  films,  “The  Stockton  Test” 
and  “There’s  a Job  to  be  done,”  together  with  all  the  necessary 
projection  equipment.  In  addition  a further  film  dealing  with  waste 
paper  salvage,  namely  “Grist  to  the  Mills,”  was  obtained  through 
the  courtesy  of  Thames  Board  Mills. 

Accordingly,  invitations  were  extended  to  Councillors  and 
Officials  of  neighbouring  authorities,  and  the  films  were  duly  shown 
in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  11th  February.  Judging  by  the  animated 
flow  of  conversation  whilst  the  visitors  were  partaking  of  our 
Chairman’s  hospitality,  the  excellent  films  had  provided  much 
“food  for  thought.” 


Improvement  Grants 

The  work  carried  out  in  this  particular  sphere  took  up  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  Department’s  time. 

I think  it  essential  that  proposed  improvement  works  should 
be  considered  and  discussed  at  the  house  where  the  owner  proposes 
to  have  the  work  carried  out.  In  this  way  interviews  and  corres- 
pondence are  cut  to  the  minimum  ; the  owner  has  explained  to 
him  the  working  of  the  particular  sections  of  the  Acts  dealing  with 
improvement  grants  and  gets  a clearer  understanding  of  his  respon- 
sibilities. 

We  in  the  Department  get  a composite  picture  of  the  proposals  ; 
we  can  see  the  condition  of  the  house,  and  express  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  or  not  an  improvement  grant  is  likely  to  be  made  by  the 
Council.  In  all  cases  a detailed  inspection  of  the  house  is  made  and 
the  owner  provided  with  specifications  of  the  repair  work  required. 
It  is  then  up  to  him  to  decide  whether  or  not  it  is  going  to  be  worth 
while  to  saddle  himself  with  the  extra  cost  of  repair  work,  in  order 
to  receive  a grant  of  forty  per  cent.  (40%  )of  the  “approved 
expenses.” 

Despite  the  publicity  given  to  the  various  requirements  and 
conditions  to  be  observed  in  making  application  for  an  improvement 
grant,  the  experience  gained  during  the  past  year  has  lent  emphasis 
to  the  fact  that  some  people  do  not  yet  fully  inderstand  that  : — 
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(a)  no  improvement  works  must  commence  before  official 
notification  has  been  received  that  the  application  for  grant 
has  been  approved. 

(b)  detailed  specifications  of  the  proposed  improvements  must 
accompany  the  application,  as  well  as  a plan  showing  the 
premises  “before”  and  “after”  the  work  has  been  completed. 

(c)  if  an  improvement  grant  has  been  made  in  respect  of  a 
certain  house,  this  does  not  mean  that  the  owner  is  pro- 
hibited from  selling  the  property  at  some  future  date — he 
can  do  so,  provided  he  pays  back  to  the  Council,  with 
compound  interest,  a proportion  of  the  grant  which  cor- 
responds to  that  proportion  of  the  twenty  year  period 
during  which  the  house  was  not  “available  for  letting.” 

In  other  words,  if  the  house  after  improving,  has  been 
available  for  letting  for  say  fifteen  years  of  the  twenty  year 
period,  one  quarter  of  the  grant  plus  compound 
interest  must  be  refunded. 

On  odd  occasions  applicants  have  expressed  some  dismay 
at  the  length  of  time  it  has  taken  for  their  applications  to  be  approved. 
One  can  fully  appreciate  the  impatience  with  which  the  lady  of  the 
house  awaits  the  time  when  she  is  the  proud  possessor  of  a bath- 
room ; hot  water  over  the  kitchen  sink  and  no  more  black  leading 
of  the  old  living  room  range.  But  I would  like  to  emphasise  that  it 
is  no  earthly  use  applications  being  brought  in  to  the  Department 
one  week  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee,  and 
expecting  such  application  to  be  submitted  straightway  to  the 
Committee  for  approval. 

Such  a procedure  gives  no  time  for  the  Department  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  costing  work,  which  is  invariably  done  with  each 
application.  Apart  from  that,  it  must  also  be  remembered  that 
any  decision  made  by  the  Health  Committee  must  be  referred  to 
the  Council  for  confirmation,  and  the  latter  does  not  meet  until 
some  fourteen  days  after  the  Health  Committee  have  held  their 
meeting. 
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Some  brief  details  relative  to  improvement  grants  are  set  out 
hereunder  : — 

(1)  Number  of  applications  made  during  the  year  . . 37 

(2)  Number  of  applications  withdrawn,  etc 3 

(3)  Number  of  applications  approved 34 

(4)  Number  of  dwellings  where  improvement  works 

commenced  during  the  year  21 

(5)  Number  of  dwellings  where  improvement  works 

were  completed  during  the  year  . . . . . . 15 

(6)  Total  amount  of  grant  paid  during  the  year  . . £1,244 

(7)  Average  amount  of  grant  per  application  . . . . £83 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 
CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR — 

Whilst  it  is  of  course,  not  possible  to  make  any  accurate 
assessment,  I think  it  is  true  to  say  that  only  very  few  landlords 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  to  raise  the  rents  of  their  property. 

This  may  perhaps  be  due  to  the  fact  that,  should  the  tenant 
be  granted  a Certificate  of  Disrepair,  not  only  does  the  landlord 
lose  the  amount  of  the  repairs  increase  but  also  the  additions  to 
the  net  rent  of  15%  and  25%  permitted  under  the  Rent  and  Mort- 
gages Interest  (Restrictions)  Act,  of  1920. 

Seventeen  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
received  during  the  year  and  of.  these  one  application  only  was 
refused. 


WORK  IN  DEFAULT 

The  following  work  in  default  was  undertkaen  during  the 
year,  notices  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  having  been 
served  and  not  complied  with  : 

(1)  No.  49  Ormonde  Street,  Langley  Mill  . . £58  6 6 

(2)  No.  53  Ormonde  Street,  Langley  Mill  . . £102  15  7 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  under  Section  1 1 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953. 


HOUSES  REPRESENTED  AS  UNFIT 


Result  at  end  of  year 
Demolition  Order  operative. 


Closing  Order  operative. 

>»  >> 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

»»  >»  >> 
Undertaking  not  to  relet. 
Demolished. 

Made  fit. 

Demolition  Order  operative. 
Action  pending. 


Property 

92  Heanor  Road,  Codnor 
98  „ „ „ . . 

100  „ „ „ . . 

5 High  Street,  Heanor  . . 

7 

' 99  99  99 

72  Burnt  House  Road,  Heanor 
74 

>>  >>  >>  >> 

26  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 
34  Thorpes  Road,  Heanor 
20  Midland  Road,  Heanor 
118  Breach  Road,  Langley. . 

13  High  Street,  Loscoe  . . 

20  Breach  Road,  Marlpool 
1 Chapel  Street,  Marlpool 

DEMOLITION  ORDERS  SERVED 
92  Heanor  Road,  Codnor. 

98 

100  „ 

72  Burnt  House  Road,  Heanor. 

74 

99  99  99  99 

34  Thorpes  Road,  Heanor. 

118  Breach  Road,  Langley. 

HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 
Property 

22  Aldreds  Lane,  Langley 

23 

99  99  99 

31  Crowfields,  Stoneyford 

32 

33  „ 

34 

» »>  99 

35  ,,  ,, 

34  Thorpes  Road,  Heanor 

HOUSES  MADE  FIT 

Remarks 

. Undertaking  not  to  relet. 
. Undertaking  to  repair. 


Property 

63  Fall  Road,  Heanor 
20  Midland  Road,  Heanor 
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2 

3 

4 


UNDERTAKINGS  ACCEPTED 


Property 

Benty  Fields,  Woodlinkin 
>>  *> 

»»  »»  » 


Remarks 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

»»  >> 

>>  >» 


28  Thorpes  Road,  Heanor 
94  Derby  Road,  Heanor 
105  Lacey  Fields  Road,  Langley 
128  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill 
26  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 
20  Midland  Road,  Heanor 


55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 


55  55  55  55 

Undertaking  to  repair. 


CLOSING  ORDERS 
Property 

5 High  Street,  Heanor. 

7 High  Street,  Heanor. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Individual  Unfit 
Houses  and  those  houses  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Closing  Orders 

Demolition  Orders  and  Undertakings 


No.  of  Houses  No.  of  Houses 
Houses  Occupied  Houses  Occupied 


Heanor  Ward 

5 

2 

9 

3 

Langley  Mill  Ward 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Langley  & Marlpool  Ward  . . 

3 

1 

2 

Nil 

Loscoe  Ward 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

2 

Codnor  Ward 

13 

5 

6 

1 

Totals 

25 

10 

24 

7 

HOUSING 

STATISTICS. 

CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
PART  A.  CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling  houses 

demolished  in  the  period 

Number  of 

persons 

Unfit  Houses 

Other  Houses 

displaced 

(1)  Land  coloured  “pink*' 

Nil 



Nil 

(2)  Land  coloured  “grey” 

— 

Nil 

Nil 
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PART  B.  HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Section  11 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under- 
taking given  by  the  owners  under  Section 
11,  and  still  in  force  .. 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3 (1)  (2) 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1) 

and  11  (2) 


Houses 


Number  of 

Persons 
Displaced 


10 


26 


8 

Nil 


34 

Nil 


Nil 


Nit 


2 


6 


Number  of 
Houses 


REPAIRS 

Informal  Action 

(4)  Number  of  Unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during 
the  period  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  . . 
Action  under  Statutory  Powers 


323 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  or  formal  notices. 

(а)  by  the  owners  . . 

(б)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  (Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16). 

(a)  by  owners 

( b ) by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved  and  Demo- 
lition  Orders  revoked  (Section  5) . . 


1 

Nil 


9 

2 


Nil 


PART  C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 

(Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) 

(8)  (a)  Houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  and 

approved  for  grant  under  Section  7 

(b)  Separate  dwellings  contained  in  (a)  above 

(c)  Houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  (Section  6) 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


PART  D.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 


(9) 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas,  other  than  those  included  in 
Confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  purchased  in  the  period 


Nil 
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NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED 
DURING  1955  IN  WARDS 
Langley  Langley  & 

Heanor  Mill  Marlpool  Loscoe  Codnor 
By  Local  Authority  . . Nil  Nil  3 68  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  ..13  5 6 13  5 


Totals  ..13  5 9 81  5 


By  Local  Authority  . . . . 71 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . 42 

Total  113 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  erected  since  1922  : — 


Year 

Houses 
Erected 
by  the 
Council 

Subsidy  Houses 
Erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 

Non-Subsidy 
Houses  Erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

1922 

50 



13 

63 

1923 

6 

— 

42 

48 

1924 

— 

8 

45 

53 

1925 

— 

78 

23 

101 

1926 

— 

42 

13 

55 

1927 

50 

35 

9 

94 

1928 

90 

25 

10 

125 

1929 

112 

28 

7 

147 

1930 

— 

— 

19 

19 

1931 

10 

1 

28 

38 

1932 

138 

— 

52 

190 

1933 

26 

— 

100 

126 

1934 

52 

— 

150 

202 

1935 

19 

— 

139 

158 

1936 

56 

— 

149 

205 

1937 

— 

— 

122 

122 

1938 

106 



142 

248 

1939 

— ! 

— 

79 

79 

1940  to  1945 

| 

— 

13 

13 

1946 

Pre  50  fabsi 

— 

30 

80 

1947 

66 

— 

46 

112 

1948 

90 

— 

1 

91 

1949 

155 

— 

10 

165 

1950 

121 

— 

21 

142 

1951 

84 

— 

13 

97 

1952 

82 

— 

8 

90 

1953 

70 

— 

32 

102 

1954 

117 

— 

32 

149 

1955  j 

71 

— 

42 

113 

Totals  . . 

1,621 

216 

1,390 

3,227 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


During  the  year  twelve  families  living  in  condemned  houses, 
were  rehoused  by  the  Council.  This  total  represents  seven  less  than 
the  number  rehoused  from  such  premises  in  1954. 

With  regard  to  applications  for  tenancy  of  Council  houses, 
Mr.  M.  Gascoyne,  the  Housing  Manager,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  : — 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  HOUSES 


Number  of  householder  applicants 

..  262 

Number  of  Lodger  applicants 

..  301 

563 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  BUNGALOWS 

Number  of  Householder  applicants 

..  148 

Number  of  Lodger  applicants 

* • 

33 

181 

Total  number  of  applicants  . . 

. . 

744 

When  compared  with  the  total  number  of  applicants  for  the 
year  1954,  the  above  total  shows  an  increase  of  eighty- one 
applications. 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES. 

During  the  year  thirty-nine  (39)  visits  were  made  to  caravans, 
the  majority  of  these  being  used  in  connection  with  the  local  Wakes. 

Three  applications  for  licences  to  station  and  use  caravans 
were  received,  of  these  one  was  refused. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1948. 
Twenty-eight  visits  were  made  to  factories  during  the  year. 
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OUTWORKERS. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  1 10  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  forty  lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of  116 
outworkers  were  received  during  the  year.  Particulars  relating  to 
forty-six  outworkers  resident  outside  the  area  were  forwarded  to 
the  local  authorities  concerned. 

A summary  of  outworkers  resident  in  this  area  whose  names 
appeared  on  the  August  list,  together  with  the  nature  of  home- 
work, is  set  out  hereunder  : — 

No.  of  Outworkers 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  Premises 

Females 

Hosiery 

6 

6 

Lace  and  Netting 

4 

4 

Clothing 

51 

51 

61 

61 

DERBYSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1954. 

HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS. 

By  special  resolution  of  the  Council,  Section  146  of  the  Derby- 
shire County  Council  Act,  1954,  which  relates  to  hairdressers  and 
barbers,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1955. 

Under  the  provision  of  this  section  hairdressers  and  barbers, 
together  with  their  premises,  must  be  registered  by  the  Council. 
Nothing  in  the  section  however,  applies  to  the  person  who  carries 
on  a business  solely  on  premises  which  he  resides  (being  premises 
which  do  not  include  a shop  or  saloon  to  which  the  public  are 
invited  to  resort),  so  long  as  he  is  not  engaged  in  the  carrying  on 
of  the  business  substantially  as  a full-time  occupation. 

In  my  opinion  this  proviso  creates  a “loophole”  for  the  very 
persons  over  whom  we  desire  to  have  stricter  control — the  odd-job- 
man  who  considers  himself  handy  with  a pair  of  scissors  and  clippers 
and  who  is  not  averse  to  cutting  hair  in  the  back  kitchen  or  the  tool 
shed  in  the  garden. 

Your  Health  Committee  gave  due  consideration  to  the  making 
of  Byelaws  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises 
registered,  and  of  instruments,  equipment  and  towels  etc.,  as  well 
as  the  cleanliness  of  persons  employed  in  such  premises.  The  Council 
approved  the  draft  Byelaws  during  the  month  of  December  and  the 
necessary  steps  were  then  taken  to  obtain  the  Minister’s  approval. 

40 


It  is  intended  that  detailed  inspection  of  all  hairdressers  and 
barbers’  shops  of  which  there  are  twenty-nine  (29)  in  the  district, 
will  be  carried  out  early  in  the  new  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of  visits  to  infected  houses . . ..  ..  ..  ..  88 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  . . . . . . . . . . 55 

No.  of  notices  to  Librarians  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

No.  of  Library  books  disinfected  18 

No.  of  lots  of  bedding  destroyed  upon  request  . . . . 1 


DISINFESTATION. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  disinfestation  work  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 

Bugs  Fleas  Total 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  5 2 7 

No.  of  rooms  treated  . . . . 19  5 24 

The  disinfestations  for  bed  bugs  were  carried  out  at  two 

Council  houses  and  three  private  houses. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND 
SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  period  under  review  trouble  was  experienced  with 
the  smoke  and  fumes,  etc.,  arising  from  burning  spoil  at  the  New 
Langley  Colliery.  When  the  attention  of  the  Management  con- 
cerned was  drawn  to  the  nuisance  the  requisite  action  was  promptly 
taken  and  having  done  so,  the  efficient  maintenance  of  the  water 
spray-pipe  system  seemed  to  be  as  equally  promptly  forgotten. 

Consequently,  when  subsequent  reinspections  of  the  spoil- 
banks  were  undertaken,  it  was  nothing  new  to  find  the  spray  pipes 
not  functioning  or  buried  under  the  spoil. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  approximate  number  and  type  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Heanor 

Ward 

Langley 

Mill 

Ward 

Langley  & 

Marlpool 

Ward 

Loscoe 
& Codnor 
Ward 

Total 

Water  Closets  . . 

2,666 

1,594 

1,954 

2,174 

8,388 

Pail  Closets 

2 

8 

1 

31 

42 

Privy  Middens  . . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Dry  Ashpits 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dustbins 

2,529 

1,463 

1,663 

2,049 

7,704 
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DRAINS 


Even  in  these  enlightened  days  not  a few  people  have  the 
misplaced  conception  that  a Sanitary  Inspector’s  sole  occupation 
comprises  “dealing  with  drains.”  This,  of  course,  is  not  so  : but 
here  in  this  District  a great  deal  of  the  Department’s  time  has  to 
be  devoted  to  investigating  the  various  complaints  received  resulting 
from  damage  to  drainage  systems  by  mining  subsidence. 

Though  the  number  of  actual  drain  tests  carried  out  show  a 
slight  decrease  when  compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  has 
been  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  made. 


REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL  FOR  1955. 

Summary  of  observations  taken  at  Milnhay  Outfalls,  Langley  Mill,  by 
Mr.  R.  Archer,  Surveyor  : — 

Inches  Days  of  Rain 


January 

2.07 

on 

8 

February 

1.81 

99 

12 

March 

2.49 

99 

8 

April 

1.14 

99 

10 

May 

2.77 

99 

13 

June 

3.81 

99 

11 

July 

0.75 

99 

3 

August 

0.48 

99 

5 

September 

0.52 

99 

6 

October 

1.24 

99 

7 

November 

1.90 

99 

7 

December 

2.23 

99 

15 

Total 

21.21 

99 

105 

1954 

31.34 

99 

150 

1953 

23.32 

99 

114 

1952 

22.75 

99 

112 

1951 

28.96 

99 

144 

1950 

25.38 

99 

135 

1949 

23.64 

99 

112 

1948 

27.67 

99 

128 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service  continued  to  function  satis- 
factorily during  the  year,  though  considerable  strain  was  placed 
upon  the  workmen  during  the  first  three  months  owing  to  bad 
weather  and  sickness. 

There  was  no  need  to  undertake  any  reorganisation  of  the 
existing  system  of  collection  despite  the  fact  that  the  continuing 
erection  of  Council  houses  on  the  estate  at  Loscoe  added  considerably 
to  the  work  of  the  refuse  collection  gang  operating  in  that  area. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  ensure  that  each  of  the  three  gangs 
had  their  normal  compliment  of  five  men  ; and  although  in  all  six 
men  left  during  the  year,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  replacing 
them. 

Protective  clothing  was  again  provided  and  each  workman 
received  two  pairs  of  bib-and-brace  overalls. 

The  three  Dennis  7 cu.  yard  refuse  collection  lorries  continued 
to  give  satisfactory  service,  though  it  has  been  decided  that  a “W” 
type  S.  and  D.  16/18  cu.  yd.  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  lorry  having  a 
diesel  engine,  shall  be  purchased  during  the  course  of  next  year. 

Some  five  years  ago  I submitted  to  your  Health  Committee  a 
report  in  regard  to  the  Municipal  Ownership  of  Dustbins,  but  it 
was  subsequently  decided  that  the  time  was  not  then  opportune  for 
either  of  the  suggested  schemes,  to  be  brought  into  operation. 
This  year,  however,  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  submit  a further 
report  on  this  matter  when  estimates  of  expenditure  for  the  ensuing 
financial  year  were  receiving  consideration. 

Two  schemes  were  put  forward  : — 
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(1)  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  distbins  out  of  the 
General  Rate  Fund  ; 

(2)  the  provision  of  dustbins  by  Annual  Charge  ; 
although,  in  my  opinion,  scheme  (1)  was  to  be  preferred,  it  was 
ultimately  decided  to  provide  the  bins  by  Annual  Charge. 

Briefly,  under  this  scheme  the  person  paying  the  rates  of  the 
premises  where  a new  bin  was  required,  would  have  the  opportunity 
to  provide  a dustbin  in  one  of  the  following  ways  : — 

{a)  provision  of  bin  by  the  Council  at  an  Annual  Charge  of 
five  shillings  (5/-)  demanded  once  yearly  as  part  of  the 
general  rate. 

(b)  purchase  of  bin  outright  from  the  Council. 

( c ) purchase  of  bin  from  usual  supplier. 

Surely  then  this  will  result  in  the  speedier  replacement  of 
defective  bins,  and  at  the  same  time  considerably  reduce  the  amount 
of  time  spent  on  inspection,  re-inspections,  service  of  notices  and, 
who  knows,  perhaps  court  cases. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  dustbins  I would  here  make  a plea  to 
the  housewife,  to  keep  the  contents  of  the  dustbin  dry.  Nothing  is 
more  harassing  to  the  workmen,  nothing  is  more  time-consuming, 
particularly  in  the  winter  months,  to  find  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  refuse  has  been  frozen  to  the  inside  of  the  bin.  Not  only  does 
this  necessitate  the  bin  being  lifted  twice  to  empty  its  contents  into 
the  lorry,  but  also  on  occasions  leaving  it  unemptied.  Just  a little 
forethought  on  the  part  of  the  “lady  of  the  house,”  would  prove  of 
inestimable  value  during  the  winter  months  when  the  greatest 
strain  is  placed  on  the  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  submitting  quarterly  sickness 
reports  to  your  Health  Committee  continued. 
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The  information  contained  in  summaries  “A”  and  “B”  detailed 
below,  therefore,  has  been  abstracted  from  such  reports. 


SUMMARY  A. 


Report  No. 
and 
Period 

Total 

Working 

Hours 

Possible 

Sick 

Pay 

Hours 

Lost 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Hours 

Lost 

Other 

Time 

Lost 

Hours 

Total 

Sickness 

Payments 

Average 
Weekly 
cost  of 
Sickness 
Payments 

(21) 

29-12-54  to 
27-3-55 

12791 

2193 

100 

203 

£ s.  d. 
246  9 3 

£ s.  d. 
18  19  2 

(22) 

28-3-55  to 
26-6-55 

12552 

255 

17 

174 

30  17  8 

2 7 6 

(23) 

27-6-55  to 
25-9-55 

13000 

114| 

545| 

250i 

15  1 11 

1 3 3 

(24) 

26-9-55  to 
25-12-55 

14064 

529 

17 

137 

58  17  2 

4 10  7 

SUMMARY  B. 


Percentage  of  hou 

rs  lost  due  to : 

Report  No. 
and  Period 

Paid 

Sickness 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Other  Time 
Lost 

Total 

(21) 

29-12-54  to 
27-3-55 

17.14 

0.78 

1.59 

19.51 

(22) 

28-3-55  to 
26-6-55 

2.03 

0.14 

1.38 

3.55 

(23) 

27-6-55  to 
25-9-55 

0.88 

4.2 

1.92 

7.0 

(24) 

26-9-55  to 
25-12-55 

3.76 

0.12 

0.97 

4.85 
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The  downward  trend  in  sickness  payments  which  continued 
throughout  the  year  1954,  came  to  a dramatic  halt  during  the  year 
under  review. 

Indeed  during  the  first  quarter  of  1955,  so  prevalent  was  sick- 
ness among  the  workmen  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  that  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds  nine  shillings  and  three- 
pence (£246  9s.  3d.)  was  expended  in  sickness  payments  during  that 
short  period. 

Inclement  weather  during  these  months  was  no  doubt  largely 
responsible  ; and  when  it  is  realised  that  on  an  average  four  men 
were  absent  each  day  out  of  a normal  compliment  of  twenty-three, 
it  will  be  well  understood  how  difficult  it  was  to  maintain  a regular 
collection  of  household  refuse. 

There  were  even  occasions  when  eight  men  were  absent  at  one 
time,  yet  surprising  though  it  may  seem,  complaints  from  house- 
holders were  relatively  few. 

In  all,  a total  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds  six  shillings 
(£351  6s.  Od.)  was  paid  out  in  sickness  benefit,  which,  when  compared 
with  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds  six  shillings 
and  sevenpence  (£167  6s.  7d.)  for  the  year  1954,  represents  an  overall 
increase  of  109.9%.  The  number  of  hours  lost  due  to  “paid  sickness” 
totalled  3,091  J hours,  or  5.8%  of  the  total  number  of  working  hours. 

Since  the  common  cold  still  seems  predominent  as  the  chief 
cause  of  absence,  it  makes  one  ponder  as  to  the  advantages,  if  any, 
which  might  be  gained  b>  supplying  to  the  workmen,  vitamin 
capsules,  such  as  halibut  oil,  at  a reduced  price. 

This  practice  is  not  unknown  in  the  industrial  world,  though 
whether  or  not  it  proves  efficacious  I cannot  say. 

With  regard  to  the  “unpaid  sickness”  category,  there  was  a 
slight  increase  from  1 .0%  to  1 .2%  in  the  number  of  hours  lost  when 
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compared  with  the  previous  year.  Occasional  absenteeism  on  the 
other  hand  showed  a slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  hours  lost. 

When  one  considers  that  8.8%  of  the  possible  number  of 
working  hours  were  lost,  it  does  indeed  give  food  for  thought. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Disposal  methods  continued  as  last  year  with  two  controlled 
tips  in  operation. 

There  has  for  some  time  been  an  urgent  need  for  a tipping  site 
in  the  Codnor  area  to  obviate  the  long  hauls  from  Codnor  to  the 
Aldercar  tip.  This  problem,  however,  may  possibly  be  solved 
during  the  ensuing  year  if  the  new  sewage  disposal  scheme  progresses 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  Crosshill  disposal  works  may  be  eliminated, 
hence  making  the  site  available  for  controlled  tipping  purposes. 

The  regrading  and  soiling  of  the  Codnor  tip  was  completed 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  This  work  was  carried  out  very 
satisfactorily  indeed  by  the  Butterley  Co.  Ltd.,  and  now  that  the 
grass  has  become  well  established,  it  can  be  said  that  Codnor  has 
a playing  field  second  to  none  in  the  whole  district. 

A great  deal  of  extra  work  and  trouble  was  occasioned  by 
children  causing  outbreaks  of  fire  at  both  the  Aldercar  and  Common- 
side  Tips. 

It  would  seem  that  these  fires  are  lit  near  the  tip  face  and  are 
left  burning  when  the  children  depart  for  home.  By  the  time  the 
tip  attendant  arrives  the  following  morning  the  fire  has  gained  a 
good  hold  and  men  have  to  be  taken  from  the  refuse  collection 
gangs  to  deal  with  the  outbreak.  Truly  needless  work  for  which 
the  ratepayers  must  “foot  the  bill.” 
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COST  STATEMENT  1955-56. 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

Item 

1 

2 

3 

4 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 

Gross  Expenditure  : 

(i)  Labour 

8540 

2758 

11298 

(ii)  Transport 

4179 

18 

4197 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 

and  buildings  . . 

79 

596 

675 

(iv)  Other  items 

13 

456 

469 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure  . . 

12811 

3828 

16639 

2 

Gross  Income  (including  £ — 

received  from  other  local 

authorities 

12 

3075 

3087 

3 

Net  Cost 

12799 

753 

13552 

4 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue  (included  above) 

— 

— 

— 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

UNIT  COSTS 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

15  4 

5 1 

20  5 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport 

only 

7 7 

— 

7 7 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per 

ton 

31  0 

1 5 

32  5 

£ 

£ 

£ " 

8 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000  population  . . 

531 

31 

562 

9 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000  premises 

1675 

98 

1773 

Population  at  30th  June,  1955 
Total  refuse  collected  (Test  Weighings) 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days 
to  year) 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 
collected 


24,110  persons. 
11,080  tons. 

25.2  cwts. 

7,643 


SALVAGE 

The  salvaging  of  waste  paper,  cartons,  newsprint,  etc.,  together 
with  other  commodities  which  we  profigately  throw  away,  has  become 
recognised  as  an  essential  factor  in  the  Nation’s  economy. 
Consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  annual  rate  of  collection  of  waste 
paper  alone  by  local  authorities,  is  somewhere  in  the  region 
of  450,000  tons,  lends  emphasis  to  the  importance  of  this  service. 

The  income  derived  from  the  sale  of  salvage  during  1955  was 
£2,888  5s.  5d. — an  increase  of  some  £700  over  the  previous  year’s 
total. 
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Of  any  one  single  item  the  largest  increase  in  collection  was 
made  in  the  waste  paper  section  where  a total  of  296  tons  6 cwts. 
56  lbs.  were  collected.  Though  this  represents  an  increase  of  some 
24.8%  over  the  previous  year — which  incidentally  exceeds  the 
figure  of  one  ton  of  waste  paper  per  thousand  of  the  population 
per  month — I am  still  convinced  that  more  paper  salvage  could  be 
made  available  by  householders,  for  we  are  bound  to  admit  that 
business  firms,  shopkeepers  and  factories  are  our  “best  customers” 
and  more  salvage  conscious  than  householders. 

To  the  latter  the  dustbin,  and  the  fire,  still  prove  allurements 
which  seem  hard  to  resist.  The  costs  of  refuse  collection  mount 
steadily  each  year  and  the  charge  on  the  rates  is  correspondingly 
heavy.  Here  then  is  a golden  opportunity  for  the  householder  to 
play  an  important  part  in  helping  to  reduce  the  rates  which  seem 
to  be  a topic  of  conversation  second  only  to  the  weather — by 
making  more  salvage  available  for  the  Council’s  collectors. 

Some  reorganisation  of  the  independent  salvage  collection 
service  from  shops,  business  premises,  etc.,  was  carried  out  during 
the  year.  This  entailed  the  preparation  of  a rota  system  of  collection 
from  the  premises  concerned : and  each  day  providing 
the  “paper  gang”  with  a list  of  premises  from  which  collections 
must  be  made. 

There  is  much  to  commend  this  system  because  regularity  of 
collections  ensures  the  utmost  co-operation  from  the  occupier  of 
the  premises. 

The  various  items  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year  totalled 
323  tons  15  cwts.,  and  the  income  amounted  to  £2,888  5.  5d. 

The  Salvage  Bonus  Scheme  continued  in  operation  and  has 
become  recognised  not  only  as  an  incentive  to  collect  more  waste 
paper  but  also  to  segregate  it  from  the  household  refuse.  The  Bonus 
too  might  be  looked  upon  as  a means  of  supplementing  the  wages 
of  refuse  collectors  and  thereby  help,  in  some  small  measure,  to 
attract  men  to  the  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

Whether  the  housewife  benefits  from  the  bonus  may  be  a moot 
point  in  some  cases,  for  a workman  once  said  to  me,  “Dunna 
publish  salvage  bonus  int’  paper  because  my  missus  will  see  that 
I get  a bit  of  extra  ‘baccy  money’  in  my  pay  packet  once  a month  !” 

Salvage  Bonus  payments  for  the  year  totalled  £916  16s.  2d.  as 
compared  with  £603  14s.  Id.  for  1954  and  £428  14s.  9d.  for  the 
year  1953. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in  the  month  of  October  work 
commenced  on  the  erection  of  new  Public  Conveniences  at  Ilkeston 
Road,  Marlpool. 

The  management  of  the  four  Public  Conveniences  in  the 
District  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department.  Messrs.  Simpkin 
& Sons,  of  Leicester,  have  the  sole  right  to  provide  personal  weighing 
machines  in  the  Public  Conveniences,  for  which  a total  rental  of 
£31  per  year  is  paid. 

The  income  derived  from  the  automatic  locks,  etc.,  is  detailed 
hereunder  : — 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 


Heanor  — Market  Place 


Conveniences 
“Wash  & Brush-up”.. 


226  17  0 
22  3 6 


Mayfield  Avenue 
Conveniences 


3 0 1 


Pleasure  Grounds 
Conveniences 


12  5 


252  13  0 


Langley  Mill- 


Conveniences 


30  2 8 


Codnor — 


Conveniences 


22  11  10 


52  14  6 


Total  ..  £305  7 6 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


This  work  is  undertaken  by  your  part-time  Rodent  Operative, 
Mr.  F.  Green,  who  devotes  twenty-five  hours  each  week  to  this 
service.  The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  also  carry  out  treat- 
ments as  occasion  arises. 


A summary  of  the  last  sewer  treatment  of  the  year  undertaken 
during  the  period  22nd  May  to  the  10th  June  is  given  below  : — 


Section 

No.  of 

A/fnnhnlo* 

Poison  Takes 

No. 

Takes 

Baited 

Complete 

Partial 

1 — Heanor 

11 

3 

_ 

— 

2 — Heanor 

7 

— 

- 

— 

3 — Langley  & Marlpool 

7 

- 

- 

- 

4 — Langley  Mill 

7 

- 

- 

- 

5 — Loscoe  & Denby 

5 

1 

- 

- 

6 — Codnor 

4 

1 

- 

- 

7 — Aldercar  & Woodlinkin  . . 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 

46 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

No  charge  is  made  for  treatments  carried  out  at  private 
dwelling  houses. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Set  out  hereunder  is  a list  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Tomatoes  . . 

Cwts. 

16 

lbs. 

98 

ozs. 

1 

Beans 

1 

7 

4 

Peas 

2 

37 

0 

Other  Vegetables 

- 

16 

1 

Soup 

- 

53 

6 

Luncheon  Meat  . . 

- 

56 

7 

Meat  Loaf 

- 

12 

12 

Ham 

2 

82 

13 

Pork  

- 

7 

6 

Chicken  . . 

- 

7 

12 

Tongue 

- 

86 

11 

Corned  Beef 

1 

96 

14 

Stewed  Steak 

- 

53 

3 

Jellied  Veal 

— 

56 

0 

Irish  Stew 

- 

4 

0 

Bacon 

2 

73 

0 

Beef  Suet 

- 

- 

4 

Sausage 

- 

18 

10 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 

- 

1 

8 

Meat  Paste 

- 

5 

14 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

1 

72 

13 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Salad 

13 

44 

13 

Apple  Pudding 

- 

30 

12 

Dried  Fruit 

- 

18 

10 

Milk  and  Cream 

1 

88 

4 

Cheese  and  Cheese  Spread 

7 

5 

9 

Frozen  Eggs 

- 

22 

0 

Sauce  and  Pickles 

- 

29 

6 

Cereals 

- 

14 

5 

Biscuits  and  Cake 

- 

9 

6 

Lemon  Curd,  Jam  and  Syrup 

- 

10 

15 

Coffee 

— 

1 

4 

Home  Killed  Meat 

19 

93 

0 

Total 

75 

96 

5 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  consideration  was  given  by  your 
Health  Committee  to  the  matter  of  deciding  whether  or  not  adequate 
slaughtering  facilities  existed  in  the  district  ; some  thirteen  private 
slaughterhouses  having  been  licensed  out  of  a pre-war  total  of 
twenty-two. 

Rightly  so,  the  Committee  decided  that  the  existing  facilities 
were  adequate  to  cope  with  all  reasonable  requirements  and  hence 
application  to  the  Minister  was  made  in  pursuance  of  sub-section 
2 of  section  4 of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954. 

The  Minister’s  approval  was  subsequently  given  and  the  31st 
May,  1955  was  fixed  as  the  date  after  which  no  slaughterhouse 
licence  would  be  granted  or  renewed  in  respect  of  premises  not 
licensed  on  that  date. 

No  appeals  against  decisions  not  to  grant  or  renew  slaughter- 
house licences  were  made. 

Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  Report  of  the  Inter- 
departmental Committee  on  Slaughterhouses.  In  this  report  it  is 
recommended  that  a public  abattoir  situated  at  Derby,  should 
provide  slaughtering  facilities  for  this  District  together  with  some 
sixteen  other  local  authorities. 

To  my  mind  such  a proposal  has  little  to  commend  it.  We  all 
still  vividly  remember  the  excessive  handling  of  meat  during  the 
war  and  after  year  ; and  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  handling 
proved  detrimental  to  its  quality.  The  standard  of  hygiene  called 
for  adverse  comment  on  many  occasions,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
in  my  own  mind  that  the  above  proposal  would  once  again  perpet- 
uate a system  which  we  were  once  “glad  to  see  the  back  of.” 

Although  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Council  to  ensure  that 
adequate  slaughtering  facilities  exist  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
District,  the  views  of  the  local  Butchers  are  of  vital  concern  in  this 
issue.  I am  certain  that  they  (the  Butchers)  would  not  support  a 
scheme  which  entailed  tdking  their  animals  to  Derby  for  slaughter — 
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here  it  must  be  remembered  that  not  all  the  Butchers  buy  their 
cattle,  sheep,  etc.,  at  the  Derby  Auction  Mart — and  then  having 
to  make  several  trips  backwards  and  forwards  from  Heanor  to 
Derby  in  order  to  fetch  the  carcases,  thereby  adding  further  to  the 
cost  of  the  meat. 

It  pleases  me  to  say  that  in  this  District  the  Trade  has  readily 
co-operated  with  your  Health  Department,  and  there  exists  between 
the  Butchers  and  the  Council  a firm  relationship  of  understanding 
and  helpfulness.  Whilst,  no  doubt,  many  of  the  Butchers  who  have 
their  own  private  slaughterhouses  within  a stone’s  throw  of  their 
shops,  would  like  to  see  such  a system  continue,  I have  no  doubt 
that  their  co-operation  would  be  forthcoming  in  the  establishment 
of  a public  abbatoir  in  this  district  or  within  easy  reach  of  it. 

With  this  in  mind  it  was  decided  that  early  in  1956  a meeting 
would  be  called  here,  to  discuss  with  local  authorities  contiguous 
to  our  boundaries,  the  possibility  of  taking  joint  action  in  the 
establishment  of  a public  abbatoir,  centrally  situated,  to  serve  the 
needs  of  the  Districts  concerned.  Whether  or  not  there  will  be  a 
pronouncement  from  the  Government  regarding  slaughterhouse 
policy,  before  that  meeting  takes  place,  is  a matter  for  conjecture. 

The  bulk  of  the  slaughtering  takes  place  , in  this  District,  during 
the  evenings,  principally  on  Mondays,  and  this,  of  course  necessitates 
overtime  being  spent  on  meat  inspection  duties,  for  which  the 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  paid.  It  is  the  desire  of  your 
Health  Committee  that  a 100%  inspection  of  carcases  should  be 
made  and  this  has  been  carried  out  during  the  whole  of  the  year- 

The  same,  however,  cannot  be  said  of  ante-mortem  in- 
spection, since  the  pressure  of  other  duties  made  it  well  nigh  impos- 
sible to  carry  out  this  work — desirable  though  it  may  be. 

No  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  found. 
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Two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  (2,375)  carcases 
were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  set  out  below  is  a summary 
giving  the  incidence  of  disease,  etc.,  found. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

85 

Heifers 

199 

294 

13 

1170 

621 

Number  inspected  . . 

85 

199 

294 

13 

1170 

621 

A lid  is  eases  except  T uberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 













Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

6 

18 

45 

— 

14 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 

7.06 

9.04 

15.3 

1.19 

0.97 

culosis  and  Cysticerci 

(17.64) 

(7.47) 

(16.26) 

(-) 

(2.02) 

(0.32) 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . 

4 

18 

59 

— 

— 

28 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

4.7 

9.04 

20.07 

4.51 

Tuberculosis 

(8.82) 

(11.21) 

(26.01) 

(-) 

(-) 

(2.89) 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . 

_ 

_ 









Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 











— 

F igures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1954  (4th  July  to  31st  December). 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

milk  samples. — During  the  year  nine  samples  of  milk  were 
obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby  for  exami- 
nation. 


A summary  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  reports  is  set  out  hereunder  : 


Test 

No.  of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Total 

Percentage 
of  Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue 

6 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Phosphatase  Test 

3 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Tubercule  Bacilli 

6 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Total 

15 

Nil 

15 

Nil 

Registrations  made  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1949  : — 

Distributors  in  the  area  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Distributors  from  outside  the  area  . . . . . . 9 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . . . . . . 6 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  authorising  the  use  of  special 
signations,  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  dealers  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . . . 9 

Pasteurised  10 

(b)  supplementary  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . . . 8 

Pasteurised  . . 8 

Sterilised . . . . 1 

The  supply  of  milk  to  the  public  is  steadily  becoming  the 
monopoly  of  the  large  dairy  concerns.  Producer-retailers  are 
decreasing  in  numbers  year  by  year,  and  the  imimitable  taste  of 
fresh  wholesome  milk  delivered  to  one’s  house  on  the  day  it  was 
produced,  will  soon  become  only  a memory  of  the  past. 

Inevitably  it  takes  time  for  the  large  dairy  concerns  to  collect 
the  milk  from  farms.  Then  on  arrival  at  the  Milk  Depot,  it  is 
bulked,  in  some  cases  heat  treated,  cooled  , bottled  and  so  on  until 
one  hesitates  to  hazard  a guess  as  to  its  age  by  the  time  it  reaches 
the  consumer.  Perhaps  by  such  means  we  have  a “safer”  milk  but 
we  certainly  have  not  got  fresh  milk. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  County  Analyst, 
has  kindly  supplied  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this  district  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

One  hundred  and  two  samples,  including  forty-nine  milks, 
were  taken  during  the  year. 

Five  samples  of  milk  contained  small  amounts  of  added  water 
and  three  samples  were  deficient  in  fat.  These  irregularities  were 
dealt  with  by  caution  notice. 

Samples  of  canned  tomato  juice  were  seriously  contaminated 
with  tin.  The  remainder  of  the  stock  was  condemend  and  sur- 
rendered for  destruction. 

Examination  of  canned  pineapple  juice  showed  variable 
amounts  of  tin.  The  evidence  was  insufficient  to  certify  the  stock  as 
unfit  for  food,  but  with  the  probability  of  further  deterioration  on 
storage  the  vendor  was  advised  to  distribute  it  for  early 
consumption. 

One  sample  of  ice  cream  was  deficient  in  fat  and  sugar.  The 
vendor  was  notified  and  a further  sample  taken  later  was  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM. 

ice  cream  samples. — During  the  year  fourteen  samples  of  ice 
cream  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby, 
for  examination. 


A summary  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  reports  is  set  out  here- 
under : — 


Classification  : 

Provisional  Grade 

Where  Manufactured 

Total 

1 2 

3 4 

Within  the  district. . 

3 

1 1 

5 

Outside  the  district 

6 2 

l 

9 

Totals 

1 

9 2 

2 1 

14 
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There  are  times  when  one  almost  despairs  of  preaching  the 
“gospel  of  hygiene,”  but  I suppose  one  must  gain  solace 
from  the  few  “seeds”  which  do  not  happen  to  fall  on  “stony 
ground.” 

I make  these  remarks  having  vividly  in  mind  the  following 
incident. 

Examination  of  a sample  of  ice  cream  obtained  from  a certain 
ice  cream  manufacturer,  resulted  in  the  sample  being  classified  as 
provisional  grade  4. 

Having  thoroughly  checked  on  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises 
and  of  the  apparatus  and  utensils  used  ; and  having  rectified 
certain  minor  details  which  possibly  might  be  contributing  factors 
to  the  low  grading,  we  felt  confident  that  the  next  sample  examined 
would  be  provisional  grade  I.  It  proved  to  be  provisional  grade  III. 
A further  detailed  check  was  carried  out  and  it  was  discovered  that 
part  of  the  homogeniser  was  missing.  On  enquiring  as  to  its  where- 
abouts the  reply  came,  “ Oh  I’ve  got  that  in  my  trousers  pocket— 
its  perfectly  clean  !” 


SHOPS  ACT. 

The  duties  of  Shops’  Inspector  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  G. 
Bassford,  whose  report  is  set  out  hereunder  : — 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  premises  and  businesses 
which  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Shops  Act  and  the  Young 
Persons  Employment  Act,  at  the  31st  December,  1955. 


Retail  Shops 391 

Street  Traders  32 

Wholesale  Warehouses  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Canteens  8 

Coal  Merchants’  Offices 3 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Premises  and  Businesses  where  young  persons  are  em- 
ployed (not  under  the  Factories  Act)  . . . . 5 


Total  . . 494 
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Of  the  Retail  Shops  163  employ  assistants.  171  evenings  and 
25  Sundays  were  devoted  by  your  Shops’  Inspector  during  the  year 
in  carrying  out  his  duties. 

221  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  20  notices  were  served 
and  19  notices  abated — these  were  served  in  the  main  for  omitting 
to  display  the  necessary  forms  required  by  the  various  sections  of 
the  Act. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  and  interest  during  the  year  ; also  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  and  my  colleagues  for  their  vailuable 
co-operation. 

To  my  Staff  I would  voice  a special  word  of  appreciation  for 
their  valued  help  and  “team  spirit”  which  means  so  much  to  the 
smooth  and  efficient  working  of  the  Department. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  JEFFORD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
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